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CHAIRMAN'SNOTES

Station Area brief. WDC consulted widely on how the 40 acre site,
stretching from the old Ford foundry to the station forecourt, might be
redeveloped. Thisisaclassic brown-field site; Quicks Site (3.3 acres),
on Station Approach, was cleared two years ago and the Ford foundry
iscurrently being levelled.

The consultation document, prepared by GVA Grimley, contained 14
plans showing possible developmentsin the area. This Society made a
joint submission with the Friends of Leamington Station and CLARA.

We supported the suggested homes (houses and not flats) on Quicks
Site — subject to the relocation of the bus depot. We welcomed the
proposal of a north side entrance to the station (while recognising that
there would be logistical difficulties with this since the recent
installation of the barriers at the main entrance). We supported the
possibility of pedestrian access from north of the station through to
Lower Avenue. We particularly welcomed a multi-level car park
south of the station (on land between the current forecourt and that
currently occupied by builders merchants).

We aso supported improving the station forecourt, but had misgivings
about the suggested new layout. We strongly opposed the suggested
new hotel and shops in the south east corner of the station car park — it
would cut into the newly restored station gardens and be a poor
location for a hotel.

This site is important for Leamington and we await GVA Grimley’'s
final suggestions, due next month. We hope Chris Elliott will tell us
more in histalk to usin November.

Special events

In addition to our usua programme of monthly meetings we are
arranging two specia events this autumn and enclose two fliers.

lan Whittle will talk (in the Spa Centre) about his father, Sir Frank
Whittle, “aviation’s greatest engineer”.

In the following month, Dr Pete Waterman, will speak (in the Town
Hall) about the prospects for the railway industry over the next 100
years.

Archie Pitts
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Joint ventures

We are pleased to cooperate with CLARA and RLSBCT (Royal Leamington Spa Building Conservation
Trust) on several ventures. This aso involves working with the loca
councils—Town, District and County.

Repainting of Victorian lamp postsin Leamington

The Leamington Society and CLARA have long been keen to see our
Victorian lamp posts repainted. It is many years since they were last
painted and their cast iron elegance is camouflaged by the fading and
flaking surface.

Ruth Bennion (a long standing member of the Executive Committees of
both this Society and CLARA) should be congratulated for persuading
Warwickshire County Council to start painting next month.

Our two amenity groups and RLSBCT have each contributed £200 to
“jump-start” the repainting. WCC have agreed to contribute a further
£4000.

Blue plaques Victorian lamp needing
These groups, together with the Leamington Literary Society, have joined painting
the Town Council and Warwick District Council to organise more blue plaques to commemorate the

great and famous (and occasionally infamous) of the town.

Any one wishing to see a blue plague erected in Leamington should write to Robert Nash (Town Clerk)
explaining the case for the proposal. He is keeping a list of all suggested nominations and a panel of
representatives from the groups will help rank the nominations.

The Town Council has agreed to fund a plague to Nathaniedl Hawthorne (who lived in Lansdowne
Circus), and this should be erected within six months. WDC is prepared to fund two further plaquesin
the next year or so. The Leamington Society is very keen to see one to Frank Whittle, as soon as this can
be arranged

Linden walk arches

The same coalition is working to see if the Linden walk
arches in the Pump Room gardens can be restored. At
present there are only 3 left out of an original 21, a century
ago, stretching from the pump rooms all the way around
beside Dormer Place. This will be a mgjor and expensive
project. At present, discussions are at avery early stage.

It is hoped that the nearby river banks of the Leam and the
drains aong the footpaths in the Pump Room gardens will
be cleared as part of the project.

The three remaining arches in 2008

XXXXXXKXXXIXHXKXIXIXKKXIIXXKKKIIXKKIXIXXKXIIXXKKXIIXXHKKIXXKKIIIXXKKIIXXKKKEIXXKKKIXXKKXXXXKXXXXX
Memorial to John Picking

John Picking was an innovative Chief Executive of Warwick District Council for several years. He had
the foresight to initiate schemes that are now emerging and enhancing the cultura life of Royal
Leamington Spa. After he left WDC he continued to have an interest in, and worked voluntarily for, the
town and its built environment. He was approachable, inspirational and well liked by all who met him.



John was a hard working Trustee of the Royal Leamington Spa Conservation Trust and its Chair for a
short period. He was also on the Executive Committee of the Leamington Society and CLARA. When
he died in November 2005, he was just 58. The Trust, and many who were associated with John, felt his
life and work should be commemorated by a memorial. It was brought to the notice of the Trust that a
sundial, the plinth designed by Squirhill, once stood in Jephson Gardens and it was felt highly
appropriate to try to replace it in John’s memory.

The only part of the sundial extant is the dial plate; the rest disappeared some time in the 1950s. Work
has been commissioned to restore the dia plate, make a replacement gnomon and carve a plinth from
bath stone. Luckily some photographs still exist to help with this.

The cost of the work is likely to be in the region of £4,000 and the Trust is fund raising. If you would
like to give a donation, please send it to: Judy Ross, Chair, RLSBCT, 28 Binswood Avenue, Royal
Leamington Spa, CV32 5SQ. If you have any questions or, if you are atax payer and could sign a Gift
Aid Form, please contact Judy on 01926 423033.

Judy Ross

Post script: The Leamington Society is donating £250 (from its reserves) towards this appeal .
XXXXXKHXXXXEXKXXIXXKXXXEXEKKXXXEXKXKXXKKKXIEXKXKXEXEKKHXKXEKKXXXXEKKXXEXEXKXXXEXKKXXXKKXXXXKXXXXKKX
Awar ds 2008

On July 10th 100 people met in the Town Hall Assembly room to honour the architects, builders and
owners of properties who have made Leamington Spa a better place to live. The Mayor of Leamington
Spa, Kailash Chander, his wife and the Vice-Chairman of WDC, Norman Pratt, presided over the
occasion.

We were sponsored financially by Chiltern Railways, WDC gave the use of the hall and the staff; Insight
supplied the visual display aids and Roger Charters his professional photography skills. We could not
manage without their generosity. The judges, aso volunteers, were led for the third time by Dhiran
Vagdia, an architect working for Kenneth Holmes Associates in Coventry and also Chairman of the West
Midlands branch of the Royal Institute of British Architects. Other judges were the Mayor, Jill Haran,
architect and Leamington Society member, your Chairman Archie Pitts and Alan Mayes, WDC
Conservation Officer. The judges were demanding: of 35 nominations only 18 were judged worthy. A
complete list of the winnersfollowsthis article.

Nicholas Wilson House and Woodward House

In New Town Dhiran paid tribute to Nicholas Wilson house on Dormer Place: “The careful
refurbishment work to the fagade of the old Driving Test Centre is complimented by a super-modern
glass and steel ‘short back and sides’, and the building now works as a new example of architecture. The
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new extension is well considered, proportionate and sensitive about how it touches the existing Regency
fabric. A great examplefor al modernists.”

He was also enthusiastic about the Woodwards' store redevelopment: “1’ve been impressed by the sheer
logistics. The facade has been retained and beautifully renovated, and the internal spaces have been
given a new lease of life — hopefully the latest incarnation of Woodward House will serve for many
generationsto come.”

Many winners were businesses. in 43 Clemens Street with shop A Taste of Punjab, Lancaster House in
Spencer Street, the former George Hotel in Chapel Street, 106 Regent Street, 6 Bedford Street and of
course the railway station.

Ticket Hall and buffet at railway station

“Whilst catching your London train, the Station Booking Hall now gives you a dlice of the Art Deco
period. An excellent example of refurbishment in the Art Deco style, ... ensuring access for al. Of
particular note are the carefully restored marble walls and the renovation of the joinery details. The Hall
provides a great parting image of the town’s residents’ and the period style continues in the Refreshment
rooms (Pumpkin café).

On 12 Beauchamp Avenue Dhiran said: “This award shows that it's not
only the grand development projects that win recognition, it's al to do
with attention to detail. The judges were impressed by the detailed railing-
work and craftsmanship in creating the new Regency style windows.”

Many of the best house renovations were in Old Town. Those of us who
live nearby are delighted by the careful and detailed repairs to Priory
House (behind All Saints Church) and three houses in Leam Terrace which
were honoured: Numbers 15, 39 and 45. All three were “good examples of
Regency architecture”, well restored.

In addition, Number
15 won the Bill
Gibbons Trophy for _ P
the  best  owner- 12 Beauchamp Avenue
occupied house. As

the owners are aso responsible for the
transformation of Priory House, they particularly
deserve recognition.

When the winners learnt of their awards many
spontaneously expressed their gratitude to Alan
Mayes for his expertise and help in maintaining the

15 Leam Terrace



character of their buildings and he was publicly recognised on this occasion.

Thelist of 2008 winnersis:

Nicholas Wilson House, Dormer Place Florence House, 39 Leam Terrace
Woodward House, 94/96 The Parade The White House, 45 Leam Terrace
Leamington Spa Railway Station Ticket Hall 2A Eastnor Grove

Pumpkin buffet, Platform 2, Leamington Spa Station 7 Park Road

New balconies at north-west end of Parade (ex Lunn 12 Beauchamp Avenue

Poly House) Priory House, 1 Church Street

Ex George Hotel, Chapel St/ Church St 88, 88A and 88B New Street

43 Clemens Street, including Taste of Punjab 6 Bedford Street

Lancaster House, 10 Spencer Street 106 Regent Street

Winner of the Bill Gibbons Trophy: Debra and Julian Whitehead for 15 Leam Terrace
Dhiran Vagdia and Marianne Pitts
XHXXXKXHXXXIEXHXKXIIHKHKXIIXEKIXHKXIIHKHIIIXEHXIIIXKHKXIIEKHXHKXIEXHXHKXIIXEKHKKXIIXHXHKXIIKIKHXHKXIXEXHXXXIXIXEXXXXXKKX

Chandos Street car park development

The Leamington Society continues to work, with loca residents and CLARA, on the Chandos Street car
park development to oppose this project in its proposed form. The most recent plans for this are
available on the WDC website (see Item 4 of the Agenda for the Executive Committee meeting of 23

July).
It is easy to see why the residents of Clarendon Avenue are furious about the proposals. Even after the
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North south section through houses in Clarendon Avenue and the north end of the proposed shopping
mall.

removal of the top car parking deck, the building will tower over their homes (on the l€eft of the plan), as
the plans show clearly. And the new building will be on the south side of their houses casting a shadow
except at the height of the summer.

These plans aso show parking for 500+ cars; this must bring chaos to the already crowded streets.

It is hard to believe that a department store of the quality that the town is trying to encourage will want to
come. Retail sales are faling; even John Lewis and M& S have recently reported aggregate sales down
3% or 4% year on year. These results are typical of the bigger stores. Internet sales are up 38% over the
same period. With growth rates like this there will be diminishing demand for high street department
stores. And with the price of petrol and diesel ever increasing, internet sales are likely to continue to rise.
It is predicted that internet sales could amount to third to half of al retail saleswithin afew years.

Wilson Bowden'’s previous foray in Leamington has not been aretailing success. After four years four or
five shops are still standing empty in Livery Street. Others have opened and later closed down. Even on
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a recent sunny Saturday morning the shops there were almost devoid of customers. This is not problem
for Wilson Bowden who sold the development for a very satisfactory price. Presumably that istheir aim
again with the new development. So will Leamington be left with another arcade of empty shops, which
in time will be boarded up like Regency Arcade?

On 23 July the Executive Committee (the core decision making body of WDC councillors) unanimously
agreed to continue discussions with Wilson Bowden (now owned by Barratt Developments) on this
project, and to start the Compulsory Purchase Order process which will be necessary if any existing
property owners refuse to sell to WB.

Archie Pitts
XXXXXKXXXXEXKXXXXKXXXEXEKKKXXEKXKXXEKKXXIEXKXKXEXEKKHXKXEKKXXXXEKKXXIXEXKXXXEXEKKXXXKKXKXXKXXXXKKX
Lap and pole dancing clubsin Leamington

Again Leamington Spa makes the national press for providing lap dancing venues (THE WEEK, August
2nd). Your Executive committee recently reiterated its belief that such venues should be regarded as
"Sex Encounter Establishments”’, like sex shops and sex cinemas. At the moment they are licensed
according to the same rules as cafes and pubs; one consequence of this is that only residents living less
than 200 metres from such clubs may object. We have written to our MP asking him to support us in
parliament.

In London they are already treated as Sex Encounter Establishments. This should be extended to the
whole country. Writing to The Times (15 August 2008) Barbara Weed (councillor for Willes Ward) with
councillors from elsewhere in England say “lap-dancing clubs need to be recognised, regulated and
licensed for what they are: part of the commercial sex industry, not the ordinary leisure industry”.

WDC consulted widely on the matter approaching councillors and amenity societies and the Society
responded saying we beieved the time had come for a change in the rules. We are delighted that as a
result of their consultation Chris Elliott, WDC Chief Executive, has written to the relevant government
minister (Mr Gerry Sutcliffe — Minister for Sport, sic) saying that there is strong support for changes and
that increased control should be implemented, asis possible under an Act of 1982.
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Binswood Hall

The redevelopment of the Grade I1* listed Binswood Hall, when it ceases to be part of North Leamington
School next year, has been favourably received asit is seen to preserve the fine Victorian buildings while
removing the excrescences of the 1960s. However some members of the Society have misgivings about
the proposals. Lyndon (Toby) Cave — local architect, local historian, member of the Conservation Area
Advisory Forum, and earlier Chairman of the Society as well as almost a founder member — explains his
objections:

Leamington College played an important part in the life of the community and its departure is a serious
lossto the town. As some of the buildings are of considerable architectural importance (listed Grade 11*)
and the result will be with future generations for many years, we have one chance to get it right and the
proper approach for an amenity society isto say how this could be done.

Binswood Hall is not like a country house, surrounded by well established gardens. These buildings need
special treatment to make the scheme fit into an urban landscape and to become part of the community.
The architecture should be friendly to encourage people to stop and look, with the layout having two
units, the private parts of the development and its public face.

The main feature of the public face is College Hall facing Binswood Avenue, the sunniest spot on the
site. The public will see this before any thing else, so the front should not be a car park but a garden
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where residents and the public can meet. The main entrance into the hall is where the visitor and
potential resident will get their first impression. What a shock to see steam rising from a heated
swimming pool (with all the consequent ventilation problems). One solution which would be more
attractive would be to remove the car parking on to the north side of the site leaving the central areafree
for a 'courtyard feature, a glass building for a swimming pool, exercise facilities, a conservatory with
planting and a refreshment bar so it becomes a private hub for residents, encouraging them to venture out
of their flats.

The Hall would then become the place where the residents meet the outside community. It could be used
as alounge, refreshment and recreationa area, where visitors are welcomed. If the furniture is moveable
then this fine space can be used for special events such as birthday or other celebrations, or hired out to
local organisations for concerts and meetings. With goodwill and proper management this space could be
agreat success both for the residents and the neighbourhood, who would not feel cut off from each other.
The Chapel could be used as a quiet room as well as a computer room.

This scheme is probably the largest sheltered accommodation scheme | have seen, except for so-called
retirement villages. The proposed 83 flats, which to their credit are larger than in most private
developments, are well laid out internally and have separate reasonable sized kitchens unlike most
modern flats. The accommodation is for the active and wealthy 'retired’ from 50 onwards. Are there
proper facilities for when they become old and frail? Will they have to move into alocal nursing home?
The plans do not indicate much residential accommodation for staff.

As there could be as many as 150 residents, they will probably not know many of their neighbours
(unlike the smaller courtyard developments used for many successful retirement schemes). If the number
of flats were reduced this would enable a reduction in the height and bulk of the blocks at the sides of the
site. Intheir present form most of these buildings will block any sunlight to central flats and small inner
amenity spaces, even in high summer. If they were only two storeys high more sunlight would reach the
‘quads’ which could be planted rather than filled with cars. As there is a large proposed block of flats
near the rear boundary it is impossible to see how the existing trees screening the site to the north can
survive.

We are all pleased about the demolition of the modern teaching blocks but their replacements are
disappointing and do nothing to enhance the adjacent Grade I1* listed buildings. The external design is
‘ordinary’ and very similar to blocks of flats being built anywhere in the country, including Leamington's
Regency town centre. Two suggestions might improve the quality of design: one is to make the external
facades more sympathetic to their ‘historic neighbours’; the other is to introduce well designed modern
buildings as a contrast, but not the devel opers' standard design.

Before any scheme is approved an environmental assessment is essentia, including access for emergency
services to al parts of the site. Also of great importance is the transfer of the household waste from
individual flatsto acentral collection point. The bin areas shown are clearly inadequate and considerably
more space will be required.

The question all members should ask themselvesis 'Would | like to live at Binswood Hall?
Lyndon F. Cave

Chris Hodgetts adds:

With regard to the article by Martin Cummins in the June 2008 Newdetter, Christine Hodgetts would
like to make it clear that she was employed as an independent consultant by the Binswood Hall
Developers. Such heritage reports are entirely factual, and it is hoped that they contribute to the sensitive
treatment of the subject site. However, the report, and my undertaking of it does not imply any
endorsement or otherwise of whatever proposals the devel opers may have chosen to bring forward.
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Eventsto November 2008

I ssues facing faith buildings, writ large at All Saints L eamington
Revd Christopher Wilson, 11 September, 7.45, Oddfellows Hall

What is the readlity behind the reports of concern about the future of All
Saints, the Parish Church? What is the state of the building, and who is
responsible for funding its upkeep? What options are there for its
sustainable development and use?

Christopher Wilson, the Priest-in-Charge, will give a presentation and
answer questions about this significant and prominent landmark building,
and the issues which face the Church Council.

Thestory of aviation’s greatest engineer: Sir Frank Whittle
lan Whittle, 16 September, 7.30, Spa Centre

The invention of the Whittle jet engineis an heroic story of triumph in the
face of Government indifference, lack of recognition and the dissipation
of his patents overseas. Today his jet engines and turbofans are an
integral part of all commercia and military aeroplanes.

lan Whittle, who will be giving the talk, shares his father's passion for
flying. He has spent his working life in aviation, flying forst for the RAF
and then for commercial airlines.

Ticketsfrom the Spa Centre (E7.50 or £5 for students & seniors)

My lifewith the police
Jan Wade, 9 October, 7.45, Oddfellows Hall

Jan Wade will look back, perhaps with surprise, on the many aspects of
her work in "The Force". At the start of her career some of the things she
has done were not open to women, and she certainly did not expect to "do
time" helping to organise the police in Lesotho, still less to become in her
retirement a part of the entertainment industry by advising on police
procedures for drama on television. She promises to be humorous as well
asinformative. A laughing policewoman, shall we say?

The next hundred years of therailways
Dr Pete Waterman OBE, M onday 20 October, Town Hall

Pete (President of the Friends of Leamington Station) has been passionate
about railways al his life. As a teenager Pete Waterman spent every
Saturday morning train spotting at Leamington Station and is building a
scale model of the station.

He believes railways are the transport of the future, and not a relic of the
past, and we are living through the biggest revolution in public transport
in living memory. He recently presented the televison programme
“Waterman on Railways’ for Channel 4/The Discovery Channel.

Ticketsfrom Marianne Pitts (£5 + sae)

Contemporary issuesfor Leamington
ChrisElliot, 13 November, 7.45, Oddfellows Hall

Chris Elliott is Chief Executive of WDC and is where the buck stops with
the administration of our council, whatever the colour of the council. By
the time Chris comes to talk to us the final version of the Grimley Station
Areareport should be public.

He may be able to tell us more about the proposed Chandos Street
development and the location of homes to meet the ever increasing
government demands for more housing. Thisis your chance to learn more
and to ask questions.



The Story of
Aviation’s Greatest Engineer

SIR FRANK WHITTLE

Inventor of the jet engine and turbofan

Told by his son

lan Whittle

7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 16 September 2008
The Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa

Box Office 01926 334418 or on-line at www.royal-spa-centre.co.uk
£7.50 adults, £5.00 students and seniors

Presented by The Leamington Society

THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS
OF THE RAILWAYS

A talk by

DR PETE WATERMAN OBE

President of The Friends of Leamington Station

At Leamington’s Town Hall
Monday 20 October 2008 at 7.30 p.m.

Tickets £5, to include a glass of wine or soft drink
Available on receipt of remittance with SAE from:

Marianne Pitts, 4 Leam Terrace, Leamington Spa CV31 1BB
Cheques payable to “Friends of Leamington Station”


http://www.royal-spa-centre.co.uk/

