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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

Yet more about proposed re-development in Leamington.  My 
apologies if you have to stifle a yawn, but strongly expressed 
feelings at the May AGM confirmed the concerns felt by 
members.  

In the last week of July, Wilson Bowden submitted revised plans 
for their Clarendon Arcade (a.k.a. Chandos Street car park site).  
However they have made no really significant changes to the 
overall scale or character of the proposals.  As soon as the 
District Council have verified and published the new application, 
there will be a further period of public consultation.  Note that the 
word “Objection” is necessary if you wish to make a submission 
against the plan.  How long before this application eventually 
reaches the Planning Committee for a decision, is unpredictable.   

In contrast, a Premier Inn application is likely to be before the 
Committee during August.  This proposal is to convert and re-
open the Regency Arcade (at the bottom of the Parade) as a hotel, 
along with a small food store in the ground floor frontage.  The 
Leamington Society has written in support of this plan. 

In May, members attending the AGM had only just heard of 
Waitrose's promotion of its scheme for a store on the Fire Station 
site.  But it seemed unlikely they were the only ones in talks with 
the County.  Indeed Trilogy has also expressed an interest – in 
residential development for the site.  And perhaps there will be 
others as well.  (Trilogy is of course the developers with major 
plans for the old Ford Foundry site.)   

As far as I am aware, the County Council has yet to make a 
decision on whether it will indeed re-locate the Fire Station, but 
watch this space.   

Richard Ashworth 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Proposed Fire Station Redevelopment  

Although members of the Leamington Society, our comments are as residents of Grove Street, directly 
adjacent to the fire station site.  We appreciate that our comments may not accord with a more general 
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Leamington fire station 

© David Stowell 

Society view. 

Our understanding is that the County Council committed to relocating the fire station as part of the 
agreement reached when closing the Warwick station.  We assume relocation of the station will happen.  
The central issue is what replaces it.  

This is a significant site, having been the location of Dr Jephson’s house.  There is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to re-claim some of the past architectural quality that is evidenced in the buildings on the three 
other corners of the Dale Street/Warwick Street junction.  We would be looking for architectural qualities to 
complement the other buildings at the junction and the best examples of renovations in the adjacent streets, 
including Grove Street. 

So what are the alternatives?  Commercial, residential, civic, retail?  The Wright Hassall block of offices has 
been empty for years.  In the current climate it would take an optimist to develop an office complex more 
than ten times the size.  A prime centre of town location might make a good corporate head office, but for 
whom?  Very few years ago, residential 
development might have been attractive to a 
developer, but not now.  More importantly, the site 
would realise less for the County Council as a 
residential project, and the Council will be 
expecting the sale to finance the fire station 
relocation.  Civic amenity projects, whilst offering 
an obvious way of celebrating the history of the 
site, would not generate any income at all. Whilst 
it is pleasant to dream of grand civic celebration of 
the town’s history, it is not a realistic option. 

Which brings us to realism: The Leamington 
Society and residents who are directly affected by 
the activities on the site must decide which battles to fight.  In a letter to the Leamington Courier in May, we 
argued that the creation of a supermarket on the site would set a dangerous precedent in extending the 
central retail zone implicit in the Local Plan. However, we are between plans - the existing plan is for 1992 - 
2011, and it is to be expected that a new plan will take some time to emerge (the 1992-2011 plan was not 
published until 2007).  In this transition time, a cynic might be tempted to suggest that the future of the fire 
station site may not be determined by a Local Plan – rather the other way round. 

The Waitrose proposal has attracted some support.  For the County Council it represents a way of financing 
the relocation.  Many residents of Leamington and surroundings have welcomed the proposed arrival of a 
flagship retailer, whose presence would be expected to boost trade more generally, which in turn would 
please local councillors.  Many residents of Grove Street see Waitrose (as currently proposed) as the least 
bad option.  Any residential development would be high density and the site is large.  This would treble or 
quadruple the households currently on Grove Street, bringing parking and traffic problems directly to our 
doorsteps. 

We would welcome other proposals from developers with a track record of responsible development to rival 
Waitrose, but are unaware of any at present.  We are reserving our energies for influencing the detail of 
whatever development goes forward. 

Jack Ingrams 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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Of NIMBYs, BANANAs and AGAs:  Local Planning under the Localism Bill 

Members of the Leamington Society were joined by fellow members of the Warwick, Stratford-on-Avon 
and Kenilworth Societies to hear Professor Patrick McAuslan give a most entertaining, if slightly scary talk 
about local planning under the new Localism Bill, currently making its passage through Parliament.  

In my introduction, I suggested that many people, including local authorities and professional planners, are 
finding it hard to know what the implications of this new legislation will be.  In evidence of this, I quoted a 
former Chief Planning Inspector, no less, who said recently: “After a decade of constant change, we have 
now entered a period of genuine chaos”.  Patrick then proceeded to explain in great detail the contents and 
ramifications of the Localism Bill, only to confirm my worst fears for the future of town planning in this 
country. 

 To start with, Patrick brought us up to date with some of the latest jargon.  We all know what NIMBYs 
are, but did you know that BANANAs are ‘Build Absolutely Nothing Anywhere Near Anything’ and 
AGAs are ‘Anything Goes Anywhere’?  

Patrick had a daunting task in talking about a Bill that is 300 pages long, covering a very large number of 
subjects – general local government powers and duties, local taxation, planning, housing and urban 
regeneration.  On town planning, although the new neighbourhood planning functions are probably the 
centrepiece of Part 5 of the Bill, they only take up 6 out of 31 clauses and only 3 out of 6 schedules on 
planning in Vol. 2 of the Bill.   

Patrick’s task was not made any easier by the fact that although the Bill was introduced to Parliament last 
December 2010, there are still no regulations of any kind published to date, which makes it impossible for 
anyone to know how the new system will work.  

A central plank of the Bill is the introduction of neighbourhood development plans and neighbourhood 
development orders. Local communities will be in the driving seat in determining how and at what pace 
their communities will develop – or not as the case may be.  These concepts can be summarised as follows: 

 The Bill proposes a new type of neighbourhood initiative known as a ‘Neighbourhood Development 
Plan’ (NDP).  These plans will set out policies in relation to the development and use of land in a 
defined neighbourhood area.  Once such a plan is made, and adopted, it will become part of the statutory 
development plan for the District. 

 The Bill also proposes that planning permission can be granted through ‘Neighbourhood Development 
Orders’.  (NDO) Such orders will be able to grant planning permission (with or without conditions) for 
specific sites within, or for the whole or part of a neighbourhood area. In addition, the Bill proposes a 
sub-category of Neighbourhood Development Order, called a ‘Community Right to Build Order’ 
(CRBO), which will provide for community-led site specific development. 

Patrick had a lot of fun trying to explain how the Neighbourhood Plans would work, for example: who can 
start the ball rolling on these orders and plans?  Answer a ‘qualifying body’, which is a parish council (or 
town council) or a neighbourhood forum.  A neighbourhood forum is a body which is established for the 
express purpose of furthering the social, economic and environmental well-being of individuals living or 
wanting to live in an area that consists of or includes the neighbourhood area concerned.  The membership 
of the body is open to individuals living or wanting to live in the neighbourhood area concerned, at least 21 
members of the forum must live in the area concerned. 

How the ‘wanting to live’ is to be determined is left entirely unclear.  Does it mean that a community of 
travellers could become or insist on joining a neighbourhood forum? 

After examining many other aspects of the Bill, all with similar areas of vagueness and lack of any clear 
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indication of how it will work in practice, Patrick came to this final conclusion: 

 There have to be several question-marks over the new system of neighbourhood planning 

 The content of the Localism Bill has distorted and emasculated the original idea of open source planning 
as a simple layperson-friendly system of planning which would allow local communities to develop their 
own futures 

 The introduction of businesses as such into neighbourhood planning is likely further to distort the aims 
of the system.  

 Many commentators while accepting the over-heavy-handedness of regional strategies are concerned 
that too little guidance on long-term strategies particularly on house building will penalise those wanting 
to get a foot on the housing ladder.  

 NIMBYISM and BANANAISM does exist and there seems little in the new system to counter it except 
appeals against refusals of development, so again commentators are worried that the new system will in 
effect become one of planning and development by appeals.  

 Opportunities are certainly there for neighbourhood planning to become a reality and build on existing 
successful examples, but the challenges to make a success of it have not been helped by the content and 
structure of the Localism Bill. 

The question and answer session by the very knowledgeable audience confirmed their intense interest and 
dismay in all that Professor Patrick McAuslan had to say.  It was a most instructive if somewhat alarming 
insight into the new local planning system that we will soon have to grapple with. 

Peter Storrie 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Droitwich Spa 

Unlike previous reporters I had no previous knowledge or interest in Droitwich Spa.  However a few years 
ago Nicole, my wife, suggested that floating in warm brine might be an interesting way to take the edge off 
the January cold and we made our first booking. 

The development of Droitwich Spa was very different from Royal Leamington Spa. 

The deposits on which Droitwich sits are almost pure brine, the remains of a primeval sea; Leamington’s 
water is a cocktail of minerals, the remains of a primeval lake. 

Droitwich was known for its brine pools before the Romans came and their name for the settlement: Salinae, 
indicates why they stayed.  Several Roman roads met at Salinae so it was already important.  Extraction of 
rock salt and brine was continuous and in Anglo-Saxon times Droitwich, frequently referred to as Saltwich, 
was important enough to be a site authorised by King Athelstan to mint coins.   Salt producers had found 
that drilling boreholes gave access to large quantities of brine and salt production increased, with many 
boreholes.  Disputes between owners of adjacent sites seem to parallel disputes between owners of wells in 
Leamington. 

After the Norman Conquest it remained the major salt producer in England and it is the most frequently 
mentioned place in the Domesday Book. 

To produce salt a significant amount of fuel was needed, solar evaporation being inadequate in our climate. 
Although Maldon in Essex produces small quantities of culinary salt from seawater by evaporation it is less 
than that produced in Guerande in France. Neither can compete with the many thousands of tonnes produced 
in the salt pans of the Camargue. 



 5

 

Chateau Impney 

© Chateau Impney Hotel 

In the eighteenth century coal firing increased salt production and transport became a problem.  The local 
river Salwarpe was unreliable and a canal was built to the Severn. Salt production declined at the beginning 
of the 20th century, the last salt barge sailed in 1916, salt production ceased in the 1920s and the canal fell 
into disuse.  A section of canal has just been reopened for leisure use. 

The medicinal uses of brine were investigated in 1823 during a local cholera epidemic.  A shortage of water 
led to people bathing in hot brine. This led to the discovery of its beneficial effects for muscular and arthritic 
complaints. 

The first brine baths, called the Royal Brine Baths were built in 1836 and by the late 19th century the Spa 
was well developed with the building in 1888 of the Saint Andrews Baths.  These baths closed: the Royal in 
the 1930s and Saint Andrews in 1975.  The one that we visited was opened in 1985, closed in 2008 and is 
unlikely to reopen.   

In this bath the brine was pumped from about 3,000 feet below the surface and although warm was below 
body temperature so the source could not be called a hot spring.  The brine was treated and heated to a 
temperature that made a 45 minute float, the maximum recommended time, very pleasant.  It is saltier that 
the Dead Sea and some 30 times saltier than normal seawater.  

In addition to the relaxing effect on joints and muscles of floating, there was another benefit.  Since brine is 
considerably saltier than the body’s own fluids, the skin does not take up water to give the usual wrinkled 
effect of a long immersion in the bath.  The reverse 
happens and the skin becomes less wrinkled, an 
effect unfortunately transient.  The brine stings 
powerfully with the slightest break in the skin, so 
protecting these is vital.  Although strong brine is 
antiseptic salt workers had to take care with cuts, 
since salt in the wound could prevent healing and 
even make the wound deeper.   Swimming was not 
permitted, since brine in the eyes is dangerous and 
very painful and you must not splash.   

The baths also completed the pleasure by offering 
light lunches with a glass of wine.  The Droitwich 
Lido is open after redevelopment and uses dilute 
brine but the water is now heated. 

Droitwich’s other claim to fame is the radio Transmitting Station (Long Wave and Medium Wave). 

There is a small comprehensive museum next to the site of the brine baths, with displays that describe the 
history and techniques of salt production and a section on the development of the Droitwich transmitter. 

Other attractions: Chateau Impney, built in 1875 in the style of a Louis XIII Chateau, by John Corbett, “The 
Salt King”, a leading light in the development of Droitwich Spa.  The Chateau is now a hotel.  Also nearby 
is Hanbury Hall, a National Trust property, always worth a visit. 

Ken Alexander 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Milverton Lawn, 15 Warwick New Road, Leamington Spa 

Milverton Lawn, better known locally as The Sunshine Home, is now apartments and mews cottages, and 
renamed Goodway House, but it was once a substantial Victorian family home, with a fine multi-coloured 
marble staircase, and a double height ballroom. 
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The present house 

It was built in the early 1860s for the Company Secretary of the Warwick and Leamington Bank, Hubert 
Lloyd, whose initials are still engraved in the pilasters flanking the main entrance.  It was designed in the 
elaborate Late Classical Style with Egyptian decorative motifs, by G T “Metz” Robinson, drawing teacher 
and notable Midlands architect, who lived nearby in Milverton Crescent. 

A ground floor plan dated 1878 shows reception rooms of elegant proportions, generous domestic offices, 
stables and a coach house.  As most of the earlier properties along this side of Warwick New Road were red 
brick-built, it may be that the house was ‘encased’, i.e. aggrandised by the addition of limestone ashlar 
blocks which cover the brick skeleton.  Certainly rumours circulated that Hubert Lloyd hoped to entertain 
Queen Victoria there, should she ever make a return visit to Leamington.  

Hubert Lloyd died in the summer of 1883.  The house had been let for the previous five years, but it had 
become run-down, a sad story which was to be repeated several times in its history.  Letters from the 
surveyor for Margetts & Co, local Estate Agents and Valuers, to Pines & Co, Hubert Lloyd’s executors, 
make painful reading.  There was damp, cracks in the glass tiles in the roof, the cornices, and the lead 
flashing above the windows, damaged guttering and missing downspouts: “although the House itself is 
thoroughly & most expensively built, many of the details are very indifferently finished, … The heating 
apparatus is quite unfit for use, … The Stabling is very meagre & poor for a House of this rental,” – and so 
on, for three or four closely-written pages. 

The tenant was extremely dissatisfied, as one might imagine.  He anticipated “an outlay of at least £300 [on 
the necessary repairs] before he [would] renew his lease”, but was nonetheless willing to offer to buy the 
house for £6000, an offer which the surveyor urged Pines & Co to accept on the grounds that local 
properties recently put up for auction were attracting no bids, and the [unnamed] tenant, “an impulsive 
man”, was likely to withdraw his bid and give notice to leave. 

The tenant was Joseph Hinks, J.P, a retired oil lamp manufacturer and inventor from Birmingham, who 
twice became Mayor of Leamington in the 1890s.  In spite of the problems, he bought the house and lived 
there for over twenty years.  The house was sold to William Lord Bollin Hinde, who lived there until 1908.  
He in turn sold the house to William Walter Westwood J.P, of Southam, who promptly leased it to Mr & 
Mrs Austin Edwards of Warwick for a five year term.  

Mr. Edwards was born about 1865 in North Wales.  He became a photographer’s assistant, and a film 
manufacturer of note.  In 1912, at the expiry of the lease, Austin Edwards moved to Warwick, where he 
continued his business as ‘Austin Edwards 
Photographic Films Ltd’.  He became an Alderman 
of Warwick, and a public benefactor, funding the 
paddling pool in St Nicholas Park, and leaving the 
residue of his estate to found a Charity which still 
supports young students of Warwick. 

Westwood lived in the house for three years, 
before moving nearer the centre of Leamington.  
He failed to find a new tenant and as he had taken 
out a number of mortgages on the property, by the 
end of WW1 he was in financial difficulties. The 
empty house had been vandalised and was in 
danger of becoming derelict.  Mr Westwood was 
obliged to carry out extensive repairs before leasing it, this time to Gilbert Sydney Farnfield, M.A, a 
schoolmaster from Oswestry School.  By 1921, Gilbert Farnfield had turned Milverton Lawn into a boys’ 
preparatory school, so successfully that within three years, the school had outgrown the building and he 
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founded Emscote Lawn Prep School, where he remained as Headmaster until his death aged 65 in 1945. 

Milverton Lawn remained empty and uncared-for, though old Leamingtonians recall the ballroom as a 
popular venue for visiting singers and dance bands.  Eventually Mr Westwood was declared bankrupt, and 
the house was bought at auction by the Sunshine Homes Charity. 

In 1926 the house opened as the Sunshine Home for Blind Babies.  It flourished for 60 years as the Sunshine 
House Nursery School.  Although the “bones” of the house remained untouched, many adaptations were 
carried out.  A false ceiling and partition walls were installed in the ballroom and main bedrooms to provide 
dormitories. A small indoor swimming pool and classrooms were provided in outbuildings.  The garden was 
equipped with swings, slides and a climbing frame.  The Home closed in 1986 and the site was redeveloped 
in the 1990s.  The name Sunshine House can still be seen on the old gateposts. 

Margaret Rushton 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Three events at which Society members are welcome 

Unveiling of Blue Plaque to  

Herbert Edward Cox (1879-1941), Landscape water colourist, at 

7 Manor Road, Lillington, CV32 7RJ,  Saturday, 3 September, 3.30 pm 

Cox taught at Coventry Technical Institute (later to become Coventry Technical College and now City 
College Coventry) from 1915 to 1938/39.  He was a member of the Coventry and Warwickshire Society of 
Artists and worked mainly on landscapes.  There are examples of his work in Leamington Art Gallery and 
the Mayoral Rooms in Coventry City Council. 

After the unveiling, flowers will be laid on Herbert Cox’s grave in St. Mary Magdalene’s Church, Vicarage 
Road, Lillington (CV32 7RH), followed by tea and a short talk in the Octagon (adjacent to the church). 

RSVP:  Judy Ross, 28 Binswood Avenue, Leamington Spa, CV32 5SQ  
01926 423033  judyandtony@phonecoop.coop 

Heritage Weekend talk at  

St Mark's Church, Rugby Road, Saturday, 10 September, 4.00 pm 

Tony Forward will give an illustrated talk on George Gilbert Scott (the middle of three famous architects 
from the same family, father, son and grandson) and his only surviving church, St Mark's in Rugby Road.  
Prior to the talk, tea will be available in the church so come early if you can. 

Talk arranged by Warwick Society 

Forty-Five Years On – Revising Pevsner's Warwickshire: Chris Pickford 

Lord Leycester Hospital, Warwick1 November 

The Warwickshire volume of the 'Buildings of England', with which Alexandra Wedgwood assisted 
Nikolaus Pevsner, was published in 1966.  Both the buildings of the county and understanding of its 
architectural history have evolved hugely since then.   

The long process of revising Pevsner has at last reached Warwickshire, and Chris Pickford, formerly the 
County Archivist of Bedfordshire, has returned to his native county to take on the task.  He is in the middle 
of his research, and the new edition, covering Warwickshire without 'Greater Birmingham', is not planned to 
be published until 2015.  He will tell us both about the processes of study and revision, and perhaps bring 
early news of discoveries about some of the buildings – though Warwick itself has not yet been reached. 
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EVENTS to December 2011 

Rear Admiral Sir Home Riggs Popham 

Wednesday, September 14th, 7.30, Pump Room Annexe 

John Lowry 

A contemporary of Nelson, a brilliant man and a “Damned Cunning Fellow”, 
all his life Popham was short of money.  As one of 44 children, he joined the 
Royal Navy to make his fortune and employed his buccaneering talents to good 
purpose.  The most outrageous escapade was his audacious and foolhardy 
invasion of South America in 1806 with a naval squadron of six ships.  He 
faced a Court Martial, pulled strings to escape imprisonment and died of old 
age.   

John has studied this interesting Admiral; we await the Hollywood film. 

Experiences recording wildlife sound 

Thursday, October 13th, 7.30, Pump Room Annexe 

Roger Charters 

For the past 50 years, Roger has been recording the sound of wildlife all over 
the world.  He will illustrate his talk with sounds and pictures collected on his 
travels to Australia, Ecuador, the Scandinavian Artic, Ukraine and other remote 
places.  Closer to home, Roger will show how there are still unrecorded sounds 
in our back yards.  

HS2 

Thursday, October 27th, 6.30, Conference Centre, Dormer Place 

Adrian Shooter 

Adrian has been spent 40+ years in the railway industry and led Chiltern 
Railways for 17 years; he is a firm supporter of HS2.  He feels that it is in the 
national interest due to the ever-increasing rail traffic in England.  He also 
believes that it will not have any negative impact on Chiltern and its current 
“Evergreen” improvements.  Come and hear what he has to say. 

£5 to include a glass of wine or soft drink; proceeds to the work of the Friends 
of Leamington Station. 

Enquires to Marianne Pitts (01926 885532), Marianne.Pitts@gmail.com  

State Ceremonial 

Wednesday, November 9th, 7.30, Pump Room Annexe  

Lieutenant-Colonel Gerald Lesinski  

Gerald Lesinski, the Master of Lord Leycester’s Hospital, will talk about state 
ceremonial, such as the State Opening of Parliament; the Queen’s Birthday 
parade and Trooping the Colour.  He is an excellent and entertaining speaker. 

13 years as MP for Warwick and Leamington 

Thursday, December 8th, 7.30, Pump Room Annexe 

James Plaskitt 

Details in November Newsletter 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Advance notice:  It is hoped blue plaques to Sidney Flavel and Henry 
Tandey will be unveiled in November.  Details are not yet fixed. 

Chairman 

Richard Ashworth 
32 Willes Road 

CV31 1BN  316703 
 

Vice Chairmen 

Paul Edwards 
55 Leam Terrace 

CV31 1DG  423725 
 

Archie Pitts 
4 Leam Terrace 

CV31 1BB  885532 
 

Hon. Secretary 

Robin Adams 
21 St Marks Road 

CV32 6DL  426616 
 

Hon. Treasurer 

Robin Richmond 
38 Leam Terrace 

CV31 1BQ  335952 
 

Planning Representative 

Paul Edwards  423725 
 

Other Committee Members 

Margaret Begg  423822 

Ruth Bennion  421862 

Rodney King  334053 

Marianne Pitts  885532 
 

Newsletter Distribution 
Jo Clark 

 

The Leamington Society is a registered 

charity.  It is a member of the West 

Midlands Amenity Societies 

Association.  It exists to preserve the 

heritage and improve the character of 

Royal Leamington Spa and to 

encourage high standards of planning 

and architecture 

 

Charity No. 516078 

________________________________ 

Unless otherwise indicated, views 

expressed in these newsletters are the 

contributors’ own and not necessarily 

the corporate view of the Society. 


