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Protecting Regency Town
Architecture,

Timothy Mowl
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Slow Cities,
Mr Geoff Andrews
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Recent developments on the
Leam Valley Nature Reserve

Jack Watkins

Please note the various venues
and times

More information on each of
these talks is on the back page
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

Demolition developers. At our meeting in the Town Hall last November
John Archer (Head of Planning and Engineering) promised that WDC
would hasten to produce a Supplementary Planning Guidance
document, setting out what was, and what was not, acceptable in terms or
redevelopment, particularly of houses with large gardens – and that this
would be discussed at a follow up public meeting early in 2005. A date
for this has yet to be announced. Of course the Planning Department are
very much tied up at the moment with the Coventry Airport appeal.

Priory Terrace Post Office. At the end of November the Post Office
announced that they will be franchising the main PO in Priory Terrace,
and it will cease to be a Crown Post Office. They promise that the
franchisee (MM Perry Ltd) will provide all the counter services currently
available and there will be some extra facilities to speed up services.
Perry is committed to the lease for seven years to start with. If Perry fails
or withdraws, it is very unlikely that PO Ltd will take back the running of
this PO, which has been the main Post Office of Leamington since March
1870. After the closure of so many local POs, the people of Leamington
are very anxious.

Our local Physiotherapy service is under major review. After leaving
the Pump Rooms it moved several times within the town, ending up in a
prefab in Station Approach (off Avenue Road). This is due to close in
the next few months. Where next? Leamingtonians are anxious that the
service should not be moved to the Warwick Hospital, with its inadequate
parking and bus services, a difficult journey for those who are relatively
immobile. We are promised a public consultation meeting about the
changes, probably next month – to be announced in the local press.

Friends of Leamington Station. A suggestion by Ian Baxter of Chiltern
Rail, at his October talk, has taken root. A group of a dozen or so
interested people have assembled as "Friends of Leamington Station".
They have met several times and identified specific areas where they
could improve the station in ways that Chiltern cannot justify on commercial grounds. The aim is to make
Leamington Station a nicer place to start or finish a rail journey. Work is being planned for the garden areas, both
at platform level and on the terraced slope facing the car park. The platform flower tubs are being maintained by
the Soroptomists. The group is investigating how to obtain replicas of the original booking hall clock and railway
posters for the waiting rooms. All the money for the work has, so far, come from voluntary organisations and
donations, and not from Leamington Society funds.

Licensing laws. Leamington faces the changes in the licensing laws and the future of all day drinking with much
trepidation. WDC is planning to adopt a saturation policy for central Leamington so it should be able to prevent
more bars and nightclubs in those areas. We shall see.

There will be an additional meeting, on June 16th. Toby Cave will speak on the history of our society as it enters
its 50th year, and Alan Mayes will talk about preserving Leamington's buildings. Archie Pitts
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Bill Gibbons in 2002
(The Courier)

An Appreciation and Memories of W.G. (Bill) Gibbons 1921-2004

Bill was born in Leamington and lived here for most of his life. At various times he mentioned living in Heath
Terrace; near the Parish Church, and on the Upper Parade. His father had a cooked meat business with shops in
Leamington and Warwick, and used to provide the catering for weddings and Leamington functions such as the
Tennis Tournaments in Jephson Gardens.

For most of his life Bill lived in Granville Street, apart from his call-up in
1942. He was in Class 19 at HMS Royal Arthur at Butlins' holiday camp at
Skegness which had been taken over by the Admiralty in 1939. Bill vividly
remembered the paper-thin chalet billets heated for only two hours a day by a
small one-bar electric fire. He served on HMS Unicorn in the Pacific for
three years and received his service medals. Bill worked for some time in the
drawing office at Automotive Products although judging by his stories of
practical jokes one wonders how much constructive work was done.

For over 50 years he had an interest in the history of the town – in collecting
engravings and photographs, and in research and writing books. Bill had
definite likes and dislikes and views about Leamington but overall found the
town very attractive. He mourned the loss of interesting buildings in the
1950s, 1960s and later years. He was a long-standing member of the
Leamington Society and gave many talks to the Society. He also distributed
the Newsletter for many years. He did valuable research and donated the Bill
Gibbons Cup for the Biennial Society Award.

Anybody wanting to know anything about the history of the town would go
to Bill who would help with family histories, students' theses, research for
books and articles and provide prints, photographs and engravings. In his

last year he helped an American descendant, David Toone, of the mid 1800s Leamington Jones builders with his
family research, and another US enquirer, Scott Tomkins, with information about his great grandfather Dr.
Tomkins, one of the four pioneers who formed the world's first lawn tennis club on the lawns of the Manor House
Hotel in 1872. Bill suggested the name Kinmond House in Kenilworth Street after the mineral water firm
Kinmond & Co who had been based on this site. He also supplied historical background for the developers of the
old Total Petrol station in Willes Road for the building of luxury flats (William Thomas House), and with
research for The Courier on Woodward's store. The Bill Gibbons calendar for which he provided both the
pictures and the text was first published in 1993 and he provided some of the material for the current 2005
calendar.

Bill had been presenting slide talks illustrated with engravings and photographs on Leamington since the early
1970s. They were hugely enjoyed by him and his audiences in Leamington, Warwick, Kenilworth and other
towns and villages. He presented his talks (around 25 a year) to most clubs, societies and care homes in the local
area. He had many return bookings. The titles of Bill's Slide Talks were

1. 1800-1850; 2. 1860-1900; 3. 1905-1925; 4. 1930-1980; 5. Modern Leamington;

6. History of Jephson Gardens; 7. Lillington and Cubbington

The most popular were 1800-1850, 1930-1980 and History of Jephson Gardens. "Modern Leamington" was
incomplete and he was working to extend the Leamington story up to 2000. Bill had a large slide collection in
addition to the talk slides. Bill also presented a "Ghost" and a "Leamington Curios" talk, without slides. Due to
ill-health and immobility, in July 2004 he decided to give up his talks. However he very kindly gave me his
slides and talks in August so I will try to continue his talks – although his will be a difficult act to follow.

Bill was a private man who liked to keep you at arm's length and not get too close. But this did not mean he was
unfriendly; rather the opposite – he always enjoyed a joke. I first met Bill at a Heart of England Post Card Club
function during the mid 1980s. He was still attending these meetings in 2004. Our mutual interests were the
history of Leamington Spa and many post cards, books, newspapers, magazines and pieces of Leamington history
passed between us over the years. Other shared interests included organ and keyboard concerts, the Leamington
Society and enjoying local eating establishments.

Since the mid 1990s about once a month we went out into the countryside for coffee and a meal. Inevitably, no
matter where we were, he would bump into somebody he knew or who knew him. In his early days Bill was a
keen motorcyclist and used to go on regular trips to the South Coast. In his more mobile days he enjoyed our
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trips to the Motor Cycle Museum. When we were there he "drooled" over a Royal Enfield 1948 model – his first
motor cycle.

Bill was a theatre organ enthusiast and every now and again would travel to Blackpool by train to listen to the
Tower Ballroom organ. He enjoyed our trips to Ashorne to hear the organ there. He was a keen member of the
Leamington and District Organ and Keyboard Society and enjoyed the monthly concerts by well-known organists
and the yearly dinner concerts. Unfortunately illness preventing him attending last year's dinner in November.

Bill was a member and season ticket holder of the Loft theatre and saw most of their productions. He often
visited the Spa Centre for the Military Bands and Big Bands and Talent Contests. A film lover, over the years
Bill frequented many of the cinemas now lost to the town: Regent, Scala, Bath and the Clifton in Spencer St
where he attended the last film shown in January 1982 appropriately called "Dead and Buried". He also
remembers the organ being pushed out onto the stage at the Regent.

A cat lover, he was a member of the Cat Protection League and would go to their local functions. He kept cats
himself and was very upset when one was ill or died. His house was open to the neighbours' cats that used to call
in regularly to stay or visit him.

Bill's health deteriorated in recent years; he had difficulty in walking and other major problems resulting in
frequent visits to hospitals for tests, operations and treatment. I saw him in hospital several times during his last
few weeks and, although he was in some pain, we had a couple of long chats and he managed to crack some
jokes.

It would be tragic if Bill's death saw the end of his books. He wanted his talks continued and books reprinted,
and his library of books, engravings and pictures to go to the Leamington Library or Warwick Record Office. I
know Bill was keen on producing a Heritage Trail Pamphlet Guide for the Heritage Trail Plaques in Old Town.
He would also have supported a plaque for the Jephson Temple in the Jephson Gardens.

Bill never married. He had a brother and sister, who both died before him; he is survived by a niece and nephew.

How will I remember Bill? – As a reliable, kind, amusing and considerate friend, ever ready to enjoy a joke, who
would help you if he could and was always appreciative of anything you did for him. Bill truly loved
Leamington. He, and his knowledge, research and talks on local history will all be sadly missed.

Jo Clark

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Books, pamphlets and other works of WG (Bill) Gibbons

The Royal Baths and Pump Room at Royal Leamington Spa, (1st ed WGG, 1980, rev 2nd ed Jones-Sands, 1999)

Royal Leamington Spa, in six parts (Jones-Sands):
1: Social life, (1985); 2: Town growth, (1985); 3: Signs of the past, (1986)
4: On the move, (1986); 5: On the rails, (1986); 6: The letter and the law, (1986)

The six parts were republished in one volume in enhanced format:
Royal Leamington Spa: images from the past, (Jones-Sands, 1996)

The seeds of lawn tennis: Royal Leamington Spa, (Jones-Sands, 1986)

Graciously pleased: Royal Leamington Spa – 150 years, ed. Jenny Long and Andrew Barber, fwd. by Norman
Painting, (Mayneset, 1988). Five chapters; Ch. 4 "In search of health" by Bill Gibbons.

The story of Jephson Gardens, Royal Leamington Spa, (Warwick District Council, 1996)

A history of Royal Leamington Spa: from its origins … to the present day, Video with dialogue by WGG,
(Produced by Video by Design, 1997)

Ironwork and pre-electric lamps of Leamington Spa, co-photographer B Hickman, photographs in Leamington
Library (Unpublished, 1980)

Leamington: from humble village to splendid spa 1800-1850, handwritten manuscript in Leamington Library,
(Unpublished, 1985). These notes were published in the The Semele (the monthly parish magazine of Radford
Semele, February 1979 to June 1985)

Bill Gibbons also contributed numerous articles to various local publications.

In addition he produced an annual calendar for the years 1993-2005 showing photographs of Leamington Spa; for
2004, 2005 this was a joint enterprise with Jacqueline Cameron. The calendar was published by Jones-Sands up
to 2002, by Portland Books of Leamington for 2003, and then by Four Shire Publications for the last two years..
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Harrington House (Building News 1872)

THOSE WE HAVE LOST: HARRINGTON HOUSE

For various reasons, over the course of time, Leamington has lost some interesting buildings. One such was
Harrington House, Newbold Terrace, demolished in 1967 to make way for the Royal Spa Centre.

Edward Welby Pugin, son of the more famous A. Welby Pugin, designed Harrington House. Beauty, it is said,
lies in the eyes of the beholder. It has been described as "one of the most outstanding Victorian buildings in the
town". It was also described by another as an "unrestrained gothic mansion, rampant and bristling with ugliness".
Nikolaus Pevsner described it as "a symmetrical but dissolute Gothic-cum-Italian-cum-French building".
Compared with its 'classical'’ style neighbours, Harrington House seemed intent on making a statement as it
immodestly rose high above the surrounding brick wall built to provide privacy from passers by but allowing
them nonetheless a good view of the house.

EWP showed an appreciation of Gothic ornament in the perpendicular style established by his father but perhaps
not so successfully. An important contribution to the Gothic revival had been the use of colour (polychromy) in
architecture. Most ancient monuments, churches and cathedrals had been painted in bright colours inside and out.
In the 1850s, another use of colour emerged, achieved by use of contrasting building materials, such as coloured
brick and stone. Harrington House was built substantially of Bath Stone and Suffolk bricks in what has been
described as the modern Gothic style. Stained glass was used in the glass window surrounds of the front door and

in a large window at the head of a
magnificent 10ft. wide staircase,
constructed entirely of beautifully
carved stone with handsome marble
columns supporting the roof. The
rooms were large and numerous. On
the first floor was a chapel-cum-picture
gallery, a fine billiard room, thirteen
principal bedchambers, bathroom and
offices (not sufficient one would have
thought for the number of bedrooms),
with seven bedrooms for servants
above. All fireplaces were of marble or
stone. The woodwork was unpainted
and of polished pitched pine. The house
must have seemed light and airy. Its
surrounding conservatories and
glasshouses, full of palms and peach
trees, were all heated by hot water. The
stabling yard and outbuildings were at

the rear of the house. The grounds were well laid out and contained flowerbeds and some magnificent trees.
Building News, 1872 described Harrington House as a "noble detached mansion".

March 1869, Mrs. Emily Willis, sold land on the corner of Newbold Terrace and Newbold Street, to builder
William Gascoyne and his trustee. In the same year it was sold on to Major Thomas Molyneux Seel, Herald at the
College of Arms, who was living adjacently at Comyn House, No. 11. It was Major Seel who had the house
designed by E.W. Pugin and built on the corner, No. 12. It cost him £27,000, an enormous sum in those days.
However, through lack of funds he was unable to complete the furnishings. He never lived in the house, which
didn’t have an official name, but was known locally as Seel's Folly.

Mr. R.E.L. Naylor resided at Harrington House longer than any other occupant, from 1904/48. He was said to be
an ex banker from Welshpool, owning a large house 'Langley Hall'. However, in the Morning News, 23rd July
1990, he was described as "owner and director of the P & O Shipping Line". An elderly lady, responding to an
earlier letter, objected to Mr. Naylor being called an "elderly recluse". Recalling early childhood memories, she
said he was "a very nice kind gentleman who was fond of music ... . His coachman wore a uniform and a top hat
with a cockade on the side." When the coachmen went to serve in Kitchener's Army, Mr. Naylor was a good
friend to the man's wife and small daughter and had generously paid for the little girl to be taught music. It had
been stated that Mr. Naylor had had the bandstand West of the clock tower in Jephson Gardens (opposite his
house) removed to Victoria Park because he didn't like the noise. The Morning News Editor had commented at
the foot of the reader's letter that he had been told the reason was because Mr. Naylor wished to prevent his maids
flirting with the musicians. However, the former reason probably has more connection with the truth for
Mrs. Naylor had been 'delicate in health with hypersensitive hearing'. The elderly lady in her letter recalls her
father saying that the Harrington House bricks cost three farthings each and this probably led her to believe that


