
Dates for your Diary
Meetings to March 2008

Charming Siddons
Gillian Andrews

Thurs 13th Dec, 7.45

Clarence Suite, Oddfellows Hall

Balancing conservation and
development: The role of the

new Planning Act
Professor Patrick McAuslan

Thursday 10th Jan 2008, 7.45

Clarence Suite, Oddfellows Hall

Joint meeting with the
Literary Society

Snowhill to Leamington Spa –
the view from the carriage

window
David Howe

Tuesday, February 12th, 7.30

Pump Room Annex

Baron Ash and Packwood House
Mike Miles

Thursday March 13th, 7.45

Clarence Suite, Oddfellows Hall

For more information see
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

Chandos Street car park development. WDC may allow this area to be
developed into a shopping mall like the Royal Priors, but larger. The
new complex would be built over the car park, extending from the
back of the shops on the Parade to Chandos Street and from the back
of the houses in Clarendon Avenue to the back of the shops in
Warwick Street. It would be four to five floors high.

Margaret Begg and Paul Edwards give us their comments and views.
Margaret joined this Society’s Executive Committee this summer after
retiring from being a councillor as well as being the Portfolio Holder
for (ie councillor in charge of) Planning and Development. Paul has
been the Planning Representative of the Society for many years.

Decrim. The new parking regime in the district is the joint
responsibility of our District and County Councils. These councils
called a meeting in early November to hear the views of local residents
and traders. The officers were generally upbeat about how the
schemes had started for us in Warwick district, while acknowledging
that there were still a number of specific difficulties and injustices that
had to be rectified:

Faulty meters; residents in streets with shops (like Regent Street) may
not be entitled to residents parking permits; areas of the town centre
(like Hamilton Terrace) with underutilised parking; on-street charging
up to 8 pm (for other towns and cities it is usually up to 6 or 6.30).

The traders were particularly anxious about how well the new regime
will work during the Christmas trading rush when many shops do the
bulk of their year’s trading.

Assuming these (and other) problems are sorted, the councils should
be congratulated on the smooth introduction of decrim..

Leamington Spa station. Chiltern Railways is in the middle of a
£600,000 refurbishment of the station to include a ticket gate system (like the ones at London
underground stations). Meanwhile the Friends continue their activities.

The Friends of Leamington Station won both an Outstanding award from RHS/Britain in Bloom for the
gardens and Best Station Garden award from ACoRP (Association of Community Rail Partnerships).
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Model of proposed redevelopment of west side of Kenilworth Street

© Brian Bassett (architects)

These achievements were recognised by WDC when the Friends’ gardeners were invited to attend a full
meeting of the District Council to receive congratulations from the Chairman of WDC.

For the third year in succession the Friends organised a Remembrance Day Service at the station which
was attended by about 75 people including grandchildren of GWR employees killed in the Great War and
Town and District councillors.

The Friends organised a highly successful meeting at which Adrian Shooter, Chief Executive and
Managing Director of Chiltern railways, spoke about the history of the Chiltern Railway routes from its
Victorian beginnings to now. More on this event below.

All Saints – Leamington’s parish church. To learn about the issues facing this church come to hear its
priest, the Rev Christopher Wilson, on Monday 14th January, 2.00 pm at All Saints church (in the
Urquhart Room. Christopher says 'All Saints has a significant role in the town as its historic Parish
Church, and is one of our most prominent and distinctive landmarks. It is clearly in need of substantial
repair and refurbishment, but there are wider issues to consider concerning its usage and sustainability.
These affect the wider town as well as the congregation. Members are invited to come and explore the
issues and possible options. Following a presentation there will be ample opportunity for questions and
discussion. Tea/coffee will be provided.'

Archie Pitts

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Kenilworth Street

In the August issue we reported the sorry state of the listed Irwin Hall in Kenilworth Street. An
application, made last year to delist it, was turned down. Now there are plans to redevelop much of that
side of the street, from just north of Dixons (the paint shop) up to the Prince of Wales (also listed), on the

corner of Regents Street, while restoring the outside of Irwin Hall and the two storey building (also
listed) beside it. The plans, which have not yet been formally submitted, are most encouraging. Sadly
nothing is left of the original fittings inside Irwin Hall; they have been replaced by tasteless plastic bits
and pieces of the 1950s or 60s.
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Aerial view of existing Chandos Street car park and area of proposed
development

The proposed development will have four shops with residential accommodation above and underground
parking for the residents and shop workers. The architect tells us that “eaves line follows that of existing
adjacent buildings, the roofs will be of natural slate. … The general form and shape of the windows has
been taken from other buildings in Leamington.”

This is a development which is sympathetic to Leamington Spa, and restore a shopping street. In
architectural terms it will be a good neighbour to the existing listed buildings.

Paul Edwards and Archie Pitts

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Chandos Street development

A. Comments by Margaret Begg

There are several reasons why the District Council has decided to bring forward this scheme. For a start
the Council’s retail consultants have advised that Leamington should improve its shopping offer by
developing more retail outlets, including a large department store, in order to attract visitors from the
edge of town and rural areas who may otherwise be tempted to travel to Stratford, Coventry or Banbury.
In addition there is evidence that pedestrianised shopping areas are particularly popular with the public.
Also the Council is anxious to fend
off more out of town retail
development, and the best way to
achieve that is to provide alternative
town centre sites which must be
developed first.

However there are a number of
financial risks. This sort of
development can be easily be
adversely affected by a downturn in
the economic climate as we saw
over a lengthy period with the
development behind the Town Hall.
The interest from a department store
is a particularly sensitive element.
The Council will need to secure
sufficient income to compensate for
the loss of income from the current
surface car park, and the developers
need to reach agreement with the
current businesses over relocation, and the figures have to stack up to suit all parties.

The environmental impact of this project is considerable and will be a major factor in deciding whether it
can go ahead. The impact of such a large structure on residential properties in Clarendon Avenue and
Chandos Street – noise, loss of light and other amenities – is of particular concern. Natural landscaping
is needed to replace that lost by the new scheme and to improve air quality. The Local Plan now requires
new development to generate energy on site and to consider reducing carbon emissions in design and
construction. The increase in parking spaces on the site will mean more traffic attracted into the town
centre and could cause more congestion. The Leamington Society has an important role to play in
ensuring that the developers respond to these difficult issues.


