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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

Royal Spa Centre

It is good that the Spa Centre is up and running again with a new
season. The new manager (Antony Flint) and his team appear to have
made the most of modest funds in the recent renovation. Now there
seems a good prospect of audiences picking up in response to a wider
range of programmes. At a recent film in the small Studio/Cinema,
instead of the customary handful, 1 was part of an audience
approaching a hundred.

Most encouragingly, those who came to Antony Flint's talk earlier this
year, will have been impressed by his ideas and commitment. As the
saying goes, use it or lose it, so let us hope Leamington responds with
enthusiasm. To find out what is on, the box office number is 01926
334418 or go to www.warwick.gov.uk/MWDC/RoyalSpaCentre

Re-Cycling on the Go

This refers to the new re-cycling bins which are appearing around the
town. They are large, 1.34 metres wide (nearly 4% feet), inevitably
quite prominent and not attractive. The idea is that with labelled
compartments — for paper / plastic bottles / newspapers & magazines /
drink cans / litter — passers-by will bin their waste sorting it at the
same time.

Undoubtedly a key problem has often been simple lack of capacity,
especially after week-end events when, for example, the Pump Room
Gardens are left covered in discarded rubbish. But will a litter lout —

Dates for your Diary

Warwickshire Regimental
Museum
David Baynham
Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Museum
Monday, December 6th, 2.30
Book through Marianne Pitts

The National Forest
Lincoln Allison
Pump Room Annexe
Wednesday, January 12th, 7.30

Perils of adapting classics for
TV
Andrew Davies
Royal Spa Centre
Tuesday, February 8th, 7.45
Tickets (£8, £6 concessionary)
from Royal Spa Centre

For details see last page

confronted by a multi-chamber bin — suddenly convert to a re-cycler on the go? Perhaps one should not
jump to cynical assumptions. The District's push on increased re-cycling of household rubbish has on the
whole been a considerable success after the inevitable teething problems and grumbles. Maybe, just maybe,
this new scheme will work better than one fears.

Unfortunately these new bins do not provide for glass bottles, which would apparently be too heavy if
collected in a full bin compartment. And, why are there two paper compartments? However this is in part a
trial so we must wait to see how it goes.

Clarendon Arcade

There has been no obvious movement on this planning application since our August Newsletter. The
scheme is large and intrusive, involving numerous adjoining properties, business landlords and


http://www.warwick.gov.uk/WDC/RoyalSpaCentre

householders. At present the ball is in the developers' court. They have promised changes to the plans to
meet concerns about the structural integrity of 11-15 The Parade during the building of the Arcade. And, in
response to our representations, the County Council has required the developers to look again at their traffic
predictions.

Over the past two to three months, little or nothing seems to have been heard from the applicants. Only time
will tell, over perhaps the next 3 to 6 months, whether the developers are merely pausing, or are having
doubts. Wilson Bowden was bought in 2007 by the much larger Barratt Developments group, who are
mainly house-builders. Over the last year Barratt has managed to reduce their debt (from nearly £1 billion),
but their share price has halved from its 2010 peak.

The national outlook is sombre at best. Recent headlines have concerned government debt; but the figures
for business debt and private debt are even higher. Can business finance developments like the Arcade, and
will there be customers to keep the tills ringing?

Richard Ashworth
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Recent major Planning Applications

1. Former Ford foundry site

When fully complete this development will transform the important entry point to the town from the M40 or
along Myton Road bringing much needed employment. If all “goes to plan”, everyone in Leamington
should be extremely pleased with the end result. There are some concerns along the way.

1. Morrison’s. Some will question whether we need another supermarket; we already have Sainsbury’s,
Lidl, Tesco and ASDA stores, all a short drive away from the proposed Morrison’s. Aldi is also
negotiating to open very close by. Whether or not another supermarket would be viable is a commercial
decision and, all else equal, should not impinge on the planning decision.

However the WDC approved Station Area SPG states “High quality employment-led mixed use
redevelopment will be supported on the former Foundry, specifically office (Bla uses) with
hotel/conference centre, residential apartments and small scale supporting retail/leisure uses ...” (see
page 11 of the SPG). This would exclude a supermarket such as the proposed Morrison’s store.

It may be that relaxation of this constraint is a price well worth paying if the Ford foundry site is brought
back to life, and in a way that enhances this part of the town and generates employment.

2. Phasing. W10/1310 is a hybrid application — that is, it is a full planning application for road
improvements, the supermarket with parking, delivery area and necessary vehicular access (the first
stage), and an outline application for the office block on the corner, hotel and every thing else (the
second stage).

The second stage would occur when the economic conditions are right. In the present economic
environment this might be a long way off. So, cynically, some would say “when and if ...”.

3. Roads, pedestrian paths and cycle routes; public transport. Trilogy appreciates that the road system in
this area of town is very difficult in peak hours. But will the proposed road improvements do enough?
We also need better public transport, bringing frequent bus services to the area.

But we sincerely hope Trilogy overcome the hurdles to bring their project to a successful completion.

The closing date for public consultation is Friday, 12th December.



2. Redevelopment of old North Leam School site

The redevelopment of the old North Leam School site, at the end of Cloisters Way, is less problematic than
the Ford foundry application. The proposal is for this site to be split into two parts. The first, accessed from
Cloisters Croft, will be for a new centre for the seriously physically disabled; this unit with 78 residential
beds will replace Castle Froma in Lillington. Traffic should be light, and not concentrated at any particular
time of the day. The architecture does not harmonise with the established neighbouring housing.

The other part of the site, accessed from Park Road, will be for housing — 57 detached three and four
bedroom houses and seven flats. The architectural style is reminiscent of the Maltings (off Lillington
Avenue) — this is not surprising as the architect, Brian Bassett, designed that development. Local residents
have concerns about increased traffic from the development at peak hours as well as the additional load on
an already inadequate waste disposal system. The Town Council Planning Committee expressed concern
that the “affordable” housing element (40% of all the homes) was concentrated in one corner, creating the
appearance of a “ghetto”.

Archie Pitts
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Railway matters

Car parking at Leamington station

An application for a new car park for 375 places north of the station on the disused Quick’s Site off Station
Approach was approved by WDC in October; within three weeks the car park was operational. The car park
is for long term parking, to discourage frequent vehicle movements in adjacent roads. Permission is for two
years only (so far), to ensure that the land is available for more productive purposes, if these appear at the
end of that period.

Quite independently Chiltern must, by the terms of their franchise agreement, create 50+ new places at the
station. Chiltern hope to put these places on Station Approach, an unadopted road owned by WDC.

Wrexham and Shropshire services from Leamington

Services on the Wrexham to Marylebone line are to be cut, reducing the benefit of the line for people of
Leamington. Day trips to Shrewsbury and Wrexham will no longer be feasible. The only W&S trains from
Leamington to Marylebone will be at 7.29 and 9.48. Sad.

Restoration at Leamington station

After a long gestation period the restoration work by Chiltern Railways on the waiting rooms should start
within weeks. The scope of the work has been extended to include the first steps towards bringing back the
buffet on the up platform (that is Platform 3), refurbishment of one of the toilets on each platform, as well as
the refurbishment of a number of the railway staff rooms.

A recent application (W/10/1428LB) has been made by Network Rail to carry out substantial restoration of
the station. The works proposed are: “Cleaning, re-pointing and repairing to the front elevation of the
station, including the subway entrance; removal of redundant fixings and signage; repair and restoration of
all windows and doors, including repainting; repair to the existing cornice; repair and restoration of the
existing canopies to the front elevation and station platforms, involving the removal and replacement of any
defective glazing panels; repair the existing drainage channels; replacement and re-organisation of the fire
exit door and approach; remove redundant cabling, conduit, trunking and terminal boxes and redress/provide
suitable containment for retained cabling”. This is all very good news for our listed station.

Archie Pitts



Wolseley Sustainability Center

Wolseley do not make socks, but surprisingly they are linked to the historic Birmingham car producer —
although the original Mr. Wolseley sold his stake in 1902 to a Mr. Austin. Now they are a BRITISH
company and one of the biggest building merchants in the world with 1600 branches in Europe, USA,
Canada, ... . The trade names are “Plumb Center”, “Drain Center” and many others — so many may not
recognise their size and importance.

Sustainable building is a new issue which has risen from nothing in Britain during the last 10-15 years or so,
although northern Europe is well ahead of us and we have some catching-up to do. It is about to
revolutionise our conservative construction industry, thanks to government legislation which sets
progressive Building Standards to come into force in stages: 2010, 2013 and 2019. By 2050 all new homes
should have a zero carbon footprint, whatever that means; the previous government did not have time to

specify!

The construction industry is a major contributor to international problems of dwindling supplies of fossil
fuel, water shortages and waste recycling. In spite of all the propaganda about recycling our domestic waste,
this accounts for only 9% of landfill. Construction contributes 34%. In Britain, the cement industry alone
generates as much carbon dioxide as the airlines. Nearly half of water consumption is domestic. Up to
recently conservation was the preserve of cottage industries who sold devices to enthusiasts in hairy jumpers
from tents — but now it is mainstream and the phrase “sustainable construction” will soon be just
“construction”. There won’t be any other kind.

After an instructive and humorous talk with lots of questions we were taken round the building in small
groups. It was built to display devices such as renewable energy sources: solar panels, photovoltaic cells, air
and ground heat pumps. (Wind turbines have been dismissed as impractical in this area.) The walls are
constructed of recyclable materials such as timber and hemp and sheep’s wool — shades of wattle and daub.
The windows are double or triple glazed with special glasses and the best are in wood (not plastic) frames.
The flat roofs are planted with moss and sedums to delay fast drainage of water and flash floods, complete
with a wire to which to tether your roof-grazing goat. Shower heads are fitted with air to reduce the water-
flow and still give a power shower.

It is a great asset to the area. Our enthusiastic speaker, Chris Booker, is hoping to reach the myriad of small
firms who build and modernise and repair houses. They are coming in from all over the country to see the
Wolseley Sustainability Center: 10,000 visitors so far, in just two years. The recent Leamington Society
Award certificate was displayed with all the others, which are well earned.

Marianne Pitts
XXXXHXXXHKXXKHXXKHKXIXKXXEXHKXXKXXEKHKKIXKXXEKXXEXKXXKXXEXHKXIXKXXEKHKXIXEKXXEKHKXIXKXXEKHKKIXKXXEKXXIXKXXKXXKXKXXKK
A celebration of 20th century architecture

James MacKay entitled his talk “Hope, Light and Brutality” and surprised us at the start by handing out
illustrated quiz papers, pencils provided! After a brief résumé of each building on the quiz sheet we had to
guess its decade of construction. It was a stimulating and informative start which caught out those who had
come for quiet contemplation of the sometimes wretched architectural work of the last century.

“What could he say that was complimentary about 20th Century Architecture?” Well a great deal actually.
As he warmed to his theme, it was good to hear a real enthusiast for that often much maligned period of
Architecture, and to hear it not from an Architect with inherent vested interests, but from an Economist!

James started with examples of the post war rebuilding of his home town of Exeter which, like many of our
cities, had the opportunity to rethink the planning of its City Centre. In the opinion of this observer, Exeter



failed to be radical enough, unlike Coventry with its central pedestrian shopping precinct and relatively low
rise buildings surrounding the historic core.

Speaking about the buildings shown on his quiz sheet, James demonstrated a wide knowledge of the
architectural theories of the time. As architectural students of the *60s/’70s, we did indeed follow the dictum
that “Form follows Function” and we readily absorbed the saying of Le Corbusier “A house is a machine for
living in” or Mies van de Rohe who said that “God was in the detail.” Our student scheme often included
strong references particularly to these two Mentors in the architectural firmament.

Many examples of this cultural influence appeared in English cities in the *70s and *80s and James showed
us several good examples of 20th Century work: - :
Powell & Moya’s Cripps Building at St John’s
College, Cambridge (1964-7) and Smithson’s
Hunstanton Secondary School (1949-54), which
uses the language of Mies from the Illinois
Institute of Technology. These buildings were the
“Hope and the Light” promised in the title of this
talk, but “Robin Hood Gardens” at Canary Wharf
(which the 20th Century Society want to see
listed) must surely represent some of the
“Brutality” of many gargantuan edifices like Park
Hill in Sheffield (1955) which were perhaps
inspired by, but failed to emulate, Corbusier’s
Unité d’Habitation in Marseilles (1946). Cripps Building, Cambridge

The wide diversity of architectural forms created in the 20th Century was well illustrated with St Giles,
Gilbert Scott’s 20th Century ‘Gothic Anglican Cathedral in Liverpool, seen next to civic neo-classical
revival buildings, and the Bauhaus at Dessau, perhaps the first major building to use glass curtain walling.
James careful selection of the building and Architecture of the 20th Century showed us how broad was the
canvas used by the Architects of the period; some most successfully, producing inspiring buildings worthy
of the age. Several are now listed, and rightly so.

Michael Partridge
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Planning and Houses in Multiple Occupation: Recent Legislation

In April the dying days of the last government a new planning regulation passed into law — the April 2010
HMO Act. The upshot was that a property-owner wishing to convert a small family home to a house in
multiple-occupation (HMO) would require planning permission. The Conservatives indicated that they were
unhappy with the legislation, and the Coalition government moved quickly to water down the Act. As things
now stand planning permission is required only in those places where local planning authorities determine
that there is a need to control the spread of HMOs.

The Leamington Society welcomed the April 2010 Act. The legislation was long overdue, especially in
university towns such as Leamington where growing numbers of young adults must be properly
accommodated. The Society is conscious that this is a sensitive issue. The accommodation of students must
be integral to a proper planning policy in Leamington. Indeed, our Society’s members welcome university
students as neighbours and as contributors to the local economy. What is at issue is the current over-
concentration of HMOs in parts of our town — so that some established residents find themselves isolated in
enclaves of transient young adults. Once a street becomes predominantly 'student’, neighbourly relations are



difficult to build and sustain. And, it is more generally true that when one form of tenure becomes
dominant, the local economy of goods and services becomes distorted around one set of needs. The
‘community’ simply evaporates where the market for HMOs is unregulated. Families with children are
marginalized or disappear. Robust planning control for HMOs is, we believe, crucial for Leamington partly
because there is a local shortage of affordable accommodation for families.

Warwick District Council (along with other authorities across the country) has begun the onerous work of
identifying areas where planning permission for HMOs will be required. The judgment of the Leamington
Society is that ALL changes of use from family homes to HMOs ought to require planning permission.
Where there is regulation in some neighbourhoods only, the problem will likely migrate to others. The
clarity of the original April 2010 Act is, we believe, appropriate to local needs. The Coalition has muddied
the waters with an amendment that will generate bureaucratic wrangles. We are not alone in our thinking,
and (as we ‘go to press’) a number of local authorities are reported to be challenging the Coalition’s
amendment to the April 2010 Act.
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Progress on Pump Room Gardens project

As a result of a number of very generous donations in the last month, we have now raised almost 90% of the
sum needed to replace the arches. The prospects for the project to be completed in time for the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee are looking good. The Friends of the Pump Room Gardens will soon be able to boast that
for every £1.00 put into the project by Warwick District Council, another £1.50 has been raised from non-
WDC sources. That is a good investment for any council.

Individuals, businesses and local organisations have all contributed extremely generously. We now have to
raise the last £10,000 of a project costing a little over £100,000.

Archie Pitts
XXXXXXXHXXXEXHXXIHKXIXHKHXEKHKXIHKHIIEXHKXIXHXIIEXHKXIXHKXIEKHIKIHKXIEKXIEXHXXIEXXXEKHXKIXHKHIXEXHKIXHXXIEKKXIXHXXXEXXXXKXXKXK
Gas Lamps

I am perhaps one of the only people still alive that worked on the gas lights in Leamington Street. | was not
a permanent lamp man but as an apprentice gas fitter | had to fill in or was given this job when there was no
two-handed work — usually for a week or so.

The lamps on the Linden Arches were SUGG lamps with two mantles. The bandstand had four or six lamps
around it; this was a two man job as somebody had to ‘foot’ the ladder.

Gas lights in Leamington streets finished about 1961-62. It was a gradual process, started in about 1949-50
when the Parade and the old tram route to Warwick were electrified.

There were no lamplighters; all the lamps worked on clockwork times with a permanent pilot light. | liked
the weeks | had on lamps in the ’50s; you had about 250-300 lamps in a round. All had to be checked,
wound, cleaned and repaired over about three weeks. | suppose Leamington had so much gas light because
several of the town’s worthies were Directors of the old Leamington Priors Gas Co. — maybe.

Some of the original street pillars still remain, converted to electricity and no longer painted green, in lower
Leam Terrace. | was sorry to see the old overhead pillars on the Parade scrapped and also, in later years, all
the fine cast-iron pillars and ornate corner brackets.

Some of the finest lamps stood outside the gas works and the police station. For many years a lamp stood
derelict outside the Town Hall just by the John Bright obelisk. There are still some Victorian street pillars in



Leam Street and Northcote Street — and there was one in the grounds of the church in Friar Street at
Warwick.

I would be happy to talk to anyone about the graceful days of our Royal Spa that | love so much and its gas
works that is long gone.

The gas man
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Other spa Towns: Buxton, Derbyshire

Having just returned from a most enjoyable short holiday in Buxton, I thought it would be of interest to
report on the state of a fellow spa town. It lost its Hot Baths some years ago, somewhat regretted now, as
Buxton, like Bath, is blessed with thermal springs. The magnificent Grade I listed Crescent on the site of the
Roman Bath was built in 1784 for the 5th Duke of Devonshire and designed by John Carr of York. It is now
being restored as a 5-star Hotel with a natural mineral water spa. Nearby, St. Ann’s Well is fed with spring
water at a temperature of 28° centigrade and fills bottles for free. Nestlés market the water commercially.

My visit, with friends, was prompted by a desire to attend part of the August International Gilbert and
Sullivan festival, in the lovely Opera House designed by the renowned theatre designer Frank Matcham and
opened in 1903. It was a full house for both the performances we attended, with devotees coming from all
parts of the world. Pirates of Penzance started with the audience standing and singing the National Anthem
with great gusto, rather like “The Last Night at the Proms”. This made a good communal act that set the
highly enthusiastic participation for the performance.

The town is looking fine, centred on the attractive Pavilion
Gardens, designed by Edward Milner and opened in 1871. The
Pavilion, originally the Winter Gardens, has a restaurant, shops,
the Octagon for special events and a pretty conservatory leading
to the Opera House. To the west of the Pavilion gardens, off
Burlington Road, is the Serpentine, a park with wild flower
meadows, trees and attractive loops and waterfalls of the river
Wye.

Buxton still has its hotels — well done, High Peak Borough
Council! The oldest is the Old Hall Hotel, built to accommodate
Mary Queen of Scots who came to take the waters on a number of occasions 1573-1584. On the higher
ground are the imposing Palace Hotel and the Dome, dominating the sky line. The Dome with diameter 44
meters (the biggest in the world at that time) was originally built to stable the horses and house the servants
of grand guests at the Palace Hotel. The top was covered over in 1882 when it became the Royal
Devonshire Hospital. It is now the Devonshire Campus of Derby University. The University have adapted
the fine building most sympathetically and the public are welcome to use its facilities: a restaurant, coffee
shop, hair salon and a holistic spa. The students study only vocational subjects, much praised by Sir Richard
Branson.

The Dome, Buxton

It was refreshing to note that no litter was left in the public gardens and the absence of the so-called ‘night
time economy’ of drunken youths in the evening, with consequent savings to the local health service and
police. No wonder then, that we all said we must go the Buxton again. There are other festivals: rare opera,
Shakespeare, Dickens and the High Peak Park is wonderful walking country.

Paul Edwards
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Ann Low-Beer

Ann Low-Beer joined the Leamington Society after winning one of our
awards for a veranda on her house, designed by Tony Forward. She died
very suddenly in October, in the middle of an active social and cultural
life. Her memorial service in the Pump Rooms was full of family and
friends saying how much she would be missed.
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EVENTS to February 2011

Warwickshire Regimental History

Royal Warwickshire Regiment Museum, St John's House, Warwick
CV34 ANF

Monday, December 6th, 2.30
Conducted tour of the Museum and talk by David Baynham,
25 places only. Book in advance with Marianne Pitts

The National Forest
Pump Room Annexe, Wednesday, January 12th, 7.30

Is the National Forest the greatest forestry project of the last thousand
years, or is it a misleading notice on the M1? Or both? Why might we
want a “national forest”, and are we really going to get one in the
Midlands, little more than half an hour from Leamington.

Lincoln Allison, former Chairman of the Leamington Society, was on the
Advisory Board which established the National Forest Company in the
1980s and the early 1990s and is now an “Ambassador” for the company.
In this illustrated talk he assesses the progress of the project and the
obstacles it must overcome and discusses why the idea of the “forest” is an
important and complicated one in our culture.

Perils of adapting classics for TV
Joint meeting with the Literary Society
Royal Spa Centre Studio (ex-cinema), Tuesday February 8th, 7.45

Andrew Davies is world famous for his TV and film scripts and his
adaptations of great English novels from authors such as Kingsley Amis,
Daniel Defoe, Anthony Trollope, Charles Dickens, WM Thackeray,
George Eliot and Jane Austen.

We are privileged to welcome him as a speaker; come and bring your
friends.

Tickets (£8, £6 concessionary) from the Box Office, or from the Societies,
in 2011.
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New members

We welcome to the Society
Dorothy Clark
Michael and Margaret Piper

Margaret Devitt
Valerie Douglas
Cynthia Fairhurst
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